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In Gravity and Grace Simon Weil articulates well the psycho-social dynamic of being confined to our impression of how things are, something that hinders our attention from our capacity to engage in life in a way that is other to the expectations that arise within us based on our perception of ‘what is.’ What is other to what is, for Weil, is the possibility for what is different than the suffocating frame that is given to us by the historical present. This suffocating im-pression of the world is understood by Weil as ‘gravity. ’ (Gravity of PRINT) Gravity is the over determination of one frame of thought (or imprint of reality) that comes to dictate the way we live our lives based on the depravity within social and historical structure. While gravity operates as a necessary form of social being in the world as the form which we need in order to react to our social context crucially for Weil, gravity is a frame that sustains human suffering. Gravity, necessary yet banal, is that which makes up what we come to expect to fill our lives with based on what we imagine ourselves to be and as a result imparts a mode of expectation that will always leave us in a place of being without. Gravity places us in painful contradiction where our expectations will always be impossible to obtain yet the expectation becomes a necessary aspect of survival in the world. Grace in contrast, (grace of p r i n t,) with its possibility based on our capacity to contain a void, teaches us that we will always be other than what we imagine ourselves to be. Opening us up to reality (for Weil this means what is exercised and endured) grace rids us not of suffering, but of the illusions that allow suffering to reduce us to the superficiality of life defined by gravity. Gravity and Grace is a rumination on how one might deal with affliction by gaining the ability, not to escape suffering, but to remain untainted by it; something only possible when we are open to receive grace. What Weil develops is that the self (self-spirit) forms only when one empties themselves out so that they contain a void, making one able to receive ‘grace’ through attention not to the expectations given by one’s frame of mind as a product of gravity, but with attention to what we actually endure. However, grace can only leave its mark (or its imprint) on us if there is space to receive its mark in the form of a void (what is left when we remove gravity). The void is then understood to be more full than the fullness attributed to ‘gravity.’ In this way it is the void that gives us the space necessary for the possibility of repair. This can be thought in terms of print as to reprint, or use/enact print as a repairing device. There needs to be a spatial void (Quality of print as void = grace; printing as living moments of grace) that has the capacity to receive what is given without controlling its reception. {The foreigning in riso.}

Gravity is the imprint that we force onto our lives as a way of coping and reacting to material necessity (with its basis in history). The tragedy of gravity is that this form of an attempt to control our lives will always result in producing something other than what it was intended to be due to the impossibility of performing precise technical control over our lives; it will always leave an imprint of that which is other to what we intended. Grace on the other hand will not leave a permanent mark since it only ever appears on top of a void. For Weil it is only the giving up of control that enables us to react with possibility, something that comes from her deep commitment to mysticism as that which gives humans a capacity for meaning. Grace leaves us open to that which we could not construct by engaging in the necessity of that which we fill our lives with. Yet grace is reparative since it rids us of the suffering gravity can cause when we find ourselves incapable of achieving that in which we set out to do. The inevitability of falling short, internal to the gravity of the print, is avoided by the reparative spirit of grace, which undermines the logic of gravity by leaving no trace. To echo Annie Albers, grace shows us that it is listening and not dominating (gravity) that can open up a way of acting that allows for difference undetermined by the weight of the world. For Weil grace is a form of being active through being passive since without an element of passivity, or giving up of control (gravity), one is unable to be receptive to grace. In its capacity to receive grace the void stands in for what does not exist yet.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“As with weaving, Albers allowed the printing process to guide her, stating: ‘What I’m trying to get across is that material is a means of communication. That listening to it, not dominating it makes use truly active, that is: to be active, be passive.’”

Albers, 2018


